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21 September 2021
Dear Parents,

| am writing to you today, as we continue to have a small number of children being reported to us as
testing positive for Covid-19 each day.

| took advice from our Public Health Partner at Bradford Council last week and | want to share this
with you now. The advice at this point is for parents to carry out regular Lateral Flow tests with
children at home even if they have no symptoms. If a child tests positive on a Lateral Flow test,
please keep them at home and book a PCR test as soon as possible. Please report all positive
Lateral Flow test results by telephoning our school office on the number at the top of this letter and
also let us know the outcome of follow-up PCR tests.

As you know, identifying close contacts in education settings is no longer the responsibility of
schools but is now the responsibility of NHS Test and Trace. Identified close contacts will be
informed by NHS Test and Trace that they have been in close contact with a positive case and
advised to take a PCR test. | am not sure how this system is working in reality, so | think it will be
sensible to suggest that our whole school community might want to undertake regular lateral flow
tests (school staff are currently testing twice a week) in order to help to break chains of
transmission. It is, of course, up to you as families to decide whether you want to do this.

As you will be aware, unvaccinated children and fully vaccinated adults are now no longer required
to self-isolate if they are a close contact of someone with Covid-19, including if they live in the same
household. Under current government guidance, there is no need for any child under 18 to isolate
unless they themselves test positive.

We will continue to monitor cases and take advice from our Public Health partners in Bradford and |
will let you know if we are advised to put any extra measures into place.

Please do not hesitate to call us here at school if you need any more information or guidance. | have
put a few useful links at the bottom of this letter.

Yours Sincerely,

f(/’k./ (Aju’/ww

Mrs M Wilson
Headteacher
Useful links:

Coronavirus symptoms in children

Find where to get Lateral Flow Tests

Book a free PCR test

Self-isolation guidance

Here at Menston Primary School, we are dedicated to safeguarding the well-being of all children and adults in the school
and expect everyone in our community to share this commitment.


https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/
https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/

