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Foundation Teachers

Miss Hammans

Acorn Class teacher

Miss Lain                              

Phase Leader
Oak Class teacher

Each class also has a teaching assistant.



Foundation Ethos

Our aim in Foundation is to support the children so that they:

love coming to school 

are kind, respectful and tolerant of all others

are independent and able to take care of their own needs

are curious, excited and committed learners

look after the school environment including our resources

have a passion for the natural world

have a developing awareness of the past and life outside Menston Primary.



Classes
We talk to all nurseries, childminders and preschools before allocating children to classes. We 
take into account feedback given to us by them, but we are not always able to follow the 
suggestions they make. 

We work hard to balance classes so there are roughly the same number of boys and girls, an 
equal distribution of ages, not more than one child with the same or similar names in one 
class and taking into account any SEND needs we have been informed about.

Children have a class base where they have carpet time learning sessions with their own 
teacher, but for large parts of the day they can access either class and the outdoor area. This 
means that your child will continue to be able to spend time with any friends they have made 
before starting school.

The Foundation classes run very much as a unit. The children quickly become familiar with all 
staff within the unit and the staff know how to support individual next steps.

Classes will be mixed in some years as the children move up through school.

You will find out who your child’s teacher is going to be in June.



School Readiness

Before they start school, children must be able to independently:

• understand right from wrong 
• use the toilet, wipe themselves and wash their hands without being reminded
• put on and do up their own coat 
• take turns and share when game playing
• tell friends or adults what they need or how they are feeling
• settle happily without their parent/carer
• stop what they are doing, listen and follow simple instructions
• put on their own shoes and socks
• do what they have been asked of first time
• blow their own nose and dispose of the tissue safely
• use a knife and fork to cut up and eat food with.

If you have any concerns about your child regarding school readiness, talk to your 
child’s teacher or Mrs Gilmour, our SENDCo at Menston Primary.



Speech

Speaking skills are very important in school. Through speech, children can communicate their thoughts 
and needs, develop relationships and grow in confidence. Speaking is central to children’s learning and to 
literacy in particular.

Children can struggle with speech for many different reasons. It can be difficult to know what is typical for 
a child. Parents may understand that their child is saying but others might struggle. Children may have 
clear diction but find it difficult to link ideas together or follow a conversation. 

Seeking support early for speech and language needs is hugely beneficial for a child. If you have any
concerns about your child’s speech, talk to your child’s current setting, the teachers in school or Mrs 
Gilmour. 

Parents of children up to 6 years old can self-refer to Airedale Speech and Language Service on 01535 
292821. The current waiting list is 3 months, so contact services now if you think that your child needs 
support in this area. 

For more information of what language development at different ages looks like is available here:
https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/help-for-families/ages-and-stages

https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/help-for-families/ages-and-stages


We do not expect children to be able to write their own name before starting school, but all aspects of mark 
making (such as painting, chalking, colouring) should be encouraged. 

Support gross motor skills development by going to the park, playing outside, walking and running about. 

Support fine motor skills development with Playdoh, jigsaws, games and construction.

Develop resilience and turn taking by playing board games and card games such as Snap.

Support mathematical learning by counting out items, cooking, and using everyday language such as talking 
about time and prepositions (e.g. on top, underneath).

Develop listening and attention skills by sharing books together every day.

Use every opportunity to engage in two-way conversations to support spoken skills and understanding. 

Limit access to electronic devices. The World Health Organisation recommends a maximum of 1 hour a day for 
this age group.

Developing School Readiness





Practicalities

Every day, your child needs to bring a named waterproof hooded coat, a
named water bottle and their school reading book. They do not need
pencils or paper.

If your child is too ill to attend school, you need to call school by 8.30am on
the first day of their illness, and keep school updated as appropriate.

Check your child’s head regularly for head lice. Treat immediately if found
and inform school.

Requests for term-time holidays cannot be authorised.

Some families are eligible for Pupil Premium funding. Please talk to Mrs
Smitheringale in the office if you think this may apply to your family.



Foundation children are entitled to free lunches and fruit snacks. Milk is free until the 
week they turn five and then parents can choose to pay for it. 

There is a 3 week rotating menu of school meals (which is on the school website) that 
includes hot and cold options, vegetarian and Halal food. Children order what they would 
like every morning. The vast majority of children have school meals in Foundation. The 
school kitchen caters for specific food requirements. Please ask for further information. If 
your child has particular food needs (e.g. an allergy) you MUST complete a form, which will 
be shared with the kitchen manager.

Packed lunches must NOT include food containing sesame seeds, nuts, fizzy drinks, sweets 
or chocolate. 

School Meals



School Meals



Uniform

For details about our school uniform please see:

https://menstonprimary.co.uk/parents/school- uniform/

Name everything, including 
shoes and water bottles.

https://menstonprimary.co.uk/parents/school-%20uniform/


The Foundation Unit

Children have access to high-
quality provision indoors and 

outdoors every day.



The Curriculum

Foundation Stage Curriculum (0-5 years)
Communication and Language
Personal, social and emotional development
Physical Development
Expressive Arts and Design
Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the World

Religious Education

Children follow the Early Years 
Foundation Stage Curriculum. They learn 
through adult inputs, adult-led activities, 

play, following their own interests and 
from peers. More information about 
how we teach in Foundation will be 

available at the Curriculum Evening on 
17th September.



The Curriculum



Positive Behaviour

Positive behaviour is rewarded and celebrated.
Whole school rules: ready, respectful, safe.
FouPositive behaviour is rewarded and celebrated.
Whole school rules: ready, respectful, safe.
Foundation’s always rules: kind hands, kind feet, kind words.ndation’s always rules: kind hands, kind feet, kind 
words.

ready, respectful, safe

The Foundation 
rules are ‘kind 

hands, kind feet, 
kind words’. 

Children also learn 
the whole school 

rules, ‘ready, 
respectful, safe’. 

Behaviour is 
supported through 

verbal feedback, 
certificates, stickers 

and a rainbow 
system.



Year 6 Buddies

Every Foundation child will have 
their own Year 6 buddy, who they 
will spend time with during their 

first year in school.



Care Club

Care Club Manager, Heather Searle, 01943 883927

Foundation staff work very closely 
with staff in the school’s before and 

after school club, Care Club. 
Foundation children attend a settling-

in session at Care Club during the 
school day before they start there.



(

Menston Primary’s PTA (Friends of Menston 
Primary School or FoMPS) is very active in 

supporting the school, its children and their 
families. They arrange a programme of events 

over the year and welcome parents of new 
starters to their meetings.



Menston Primary School: 

www.menstonprimary.co.uk

Menston Primary X: 

https://twitter.com/menstonprimary?lang=en

Oxford Owl Guide to Starting School: 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/starting-school/

Parentkind’s Be School Ready Guide:

https://www.parentkind.org.uk/assets/membership-assets/Be-School-Ready-2024-guide-
primary-school.pdf

Moorlands Learning Trust:

https://moorlandslearningtrust.co.uk

Useful Websites

http://www.menstonprimary.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/menstonprimary?lang=en
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/starting-school/
https://www.parentkind.org.uk/assets/membership-assets/Be-School-Ready-2024-guide-primary-school.pdf
https://moorlandslearningtrust.co.uk/


This is what our current children said about school.

I like reading books in our 
reading corner.

I like drawing 
and phonics.

Outside there are 
crates to build 

with.

Crafting is my 
favourite.

The school trips are 
fun.

I love all the 
teachers.

I love blocks and 
building.

I like playing with the 
bricks.

Junk modelling is 
fun.

I like playing with 
my friends.



And this is what they want to tell your children!

Playing outside 
and chalking is 

fun.

It’s fun and you 
learn a lot in 
Reception.

There are digraphs 
and trigraphs to 
learn in phonics.

We have a 
big running 

track.

Don’t be afraid because 
there are lots of things 
to learn and things to 

play with and then you 
get to go home after.

I would say it’s a 
lovely place to be.

They shouldn’t be 
scared if their 

teacher’s there.

You can play 
with 

somebody you 
don’t know.

You learn to 
spell things. It’s 

fun.



w/c 17th June and w/c 24th June: Teacher doorstep visits (dates and times 
to be arranged)

Tuesday 2nd July: Teacher/Parent telephone appointments 

Thursday 4th July or Friday 5th July: Join in with a class story and song time 
(to be booked), 2.30-3pm.

Saturday 6th July: Treasure hunt around the school grounds (during school 
fair) 11am-2pm.

Tuesday 9th July: Stay and play with parent/carer (to be booked) 9.15-
10am or 10.15-11am.

Key Dates



Tuesday 3rd September to Friday 6th September: Children attend school 8.45-
11.15am or 12.45- 3.15pm. (You will be told in June which sessions your child is 
to attend.) 

w/c Monday 9th September: All children attend 8.45am to 1.15pm (including 
lunch). 

w/c Monday 16th September: All children attend full-time, 8.45am-3.15pm. 

New starters will be able to attend Care Club from w/c 16th September. 

Tuesday 17th September at 6pm: Foundation Curriculum Evening 
(documentation and website information will be available for anyone unable to 
attend). 

Tuesday 1st October: Phonics workshop (presentation and time in class), 9-
10am.


