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Foundation Teachers

Miss Hammans

Acorn Class teacher

Miss Lain                              

Phase Leader
Oak Class teacher

Each class also has a teaching assistant.



Foundation Ethos

Our aim in Foundation is to support the children so that they:

love coming to school 

are kind, respectful and tolerant of all others

are independent and able to take care of their own needs

are curious, excited and committed learners

look after the school environment including our resources

have a passion for the natural world

have a developing awareness of the past and life outside Menston Primary.



Classes
We talk to all nurseries, childminders and preschools before allocating children to classes. We 
take into account feedback given to us by them, but we are not always able to follow the 
suggestions they make. 

We work hard to balance classes so there are roughly the same number of boys and girls, an 
equal distribution of ages, not more than one child with the same or similar names in one 
class and taking into account any SEND needs we have been informed about.

Children have a class base where they have carpet time learning sessions with their own 
teacher, but for large parts of the day they can access either class and the outdoor area. This 
means that your child will continue to be able to spend time with any friends they have made 
before starting school.

The Foundation classes run very much as a unit. The children quickly become familiar with all 
staff within the unit and the staff know how to support individual next steps.

Classes will be mixed in some years as the children move up through school.

¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ WǳƴŜΦ



School Readiness

Before they start school, children must be able to independently:

Å understand right from wrong 
Å use the toilet, wipe themselves and wash their hands without being reminded
Å put on and do up their own coat 
Å take turns and share when game playing
Å tell friends or adults what they need or how they are feeling
Å settle happily without their parent/carer
Å stop what they are doing, listen and follow simple instructions
Å put on their own shoes and socks
Å do what they have been asked of first time
Å blow their own nose and dispose of the tissue safely
Å use a knife and fork to cut up and eat food with.

If you have any concerns about your child regarding school readiness, talk to your 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƻǊMrs Gilmour, our SENDCo at Menston Primary.



Speech

Speaking skills are very important in school. Through speech, children can communicate their thoughts 
ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ {ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 
literacy in particular.

Children can struggle with speech for many different reasons. It can be difficult to know what is typical for 
a child. Parents may understand that their child is saying but others might struggle. Children may have 
clear diction but find it difficult to link ideas together or follow a conversation. 

Seeking support early for speech and language needs is hugely beneficial for a child. If you have any
ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΣ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻǊ aǊǎ 
Gilmour. 

Parents of children up to 6 years old can self-refer to Airedale Speech and Language Service on 01535 
292821. The current waiting list is 3 months, so contact services now if you think that your child needs 
support in this area. 

For more information of what language development at different ages looks like is available here:
https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/help-for-families/ages-and-stages

https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/help-for-families/ages-and-stages


We do not expect children to be able to write their own name before starting school, but all aspects of mark 
making (such as painting, chalking, colouring) should be encouraged. 

Support gross motor skills development by going to the park, playing outside, walking and running about. 

Support fine motor skills development with Playdoh, jigsaws, games and construction.

Develop resilience and turn taking by playing board games and card games such as Snap.

Support mathematical learning by counting out items, cooking, and using everyday language such as talking 
about time and prepositions (e.g. on top, underneath).

Develop listening and attention skills by sharing books together every day.

Use every opportunity to engage in two-way conversations to support spoken skills and understanding. 

Limit access to electronic devices. The World Health Organisation recommends a maximum of 1 hour a day for 
this age group.

Developing School Readiness





Practicalities

Everyday,yourchildneedsto bringa namedwaterproofhoodedcoat,a
namedwater bottle andtheir schoolreadingbook. Theydo not need
pencilsor paper.

If yourchild is too ill to attendschool,youneedto callschoolby 8.30amon
the first dayof their illness,andkeepschoolupdatedasappropriate.

CheckyourŎƘƛƭŘΩǎheadregularlyfor headlice. Treatimmediatelyif found
andinform school.

Requestsfor term-time holidayscannotbeauthorised.

Somefamiliesareeligiblefor PupilPremiumfunding. Pleasetalk to Mrs
Smitheringalein the office if youthink this mayapplyto your family.



Foundation children are entitled to free lunches and fruit snacks. Milk is free until the 
week they turn five and then parents can choose to pay for it. 

There is a 3 week rotating menu of school meals (which is on the school website) that 
includes hot and cold options, vegetarian and Halal food. Children order what they would 
like every morning. The vast majority of children have school meals in Foundation. The 
school kitchen caters for specific food requirements. Please ask for further information. If 
your child has particular food needs (e.g. an allergy) you MUSTcomplete a form, which will 
be shared with the kitchen manager.

Packed lunches must NOTinclude food containing sesame seeds, nuts, fizzy drinks, sweets 
or chocolate. 

School Meals



School Meals



Uniform

For details about our school uniform please see:

https://menstonprimary.co.uk/parents/school- uniform/

Name everything, including 
shoes and water bottles.

https://menstonprimary.co.uk/parents/school-%20uniform/


The Foundation Unit

Children have access to high-
quality provision indoors and 

outdoors every day.


