
Our Reading 
Curriculum



We are a reading school! We are passionate 
about growing all our children into fluent, 
confident readers.

Our curriculum is built on a foundation of rich, diverse and wonderful 

books. No other skill is more important than reading; it is the gateway to all 

other knowledge.

At Menston Primary, we are committed to teaching our pupils to become
skilled readers who develop a comprehensive understanding of words,
language and texts as they move through school. They learn to read and then
read to learn. Our aim is to ensure that pupils develop a love of reading so
that they can read for purpose and for pleasure. We provide children with a
range of reading opportunities and strategies in order to do this:

Menston Primary School



Reading is a multifaceted 
skill, gradually acquired 
over years of instruction 
and practice.

At Menston Primary we 
carefully nurture each 
aspect of a child’s reading 
journey. Our Reading Rope 
shows how these skills are 
interwoven into our 
teaching and learning.

The journey of a 
lifetime starts with 
the turning of a page.



Reading should 
not be 
presented to 
children as a 
chore or a 
duty. It should 
be offered as a 
precious gift.



Phonics

At Menston Primary School, we 
believe that all our children can 
become fluent readers and 
writers. This is why we teach 
reading through Essential Letters 
and Sounds, which is a systematic 
and synthetic phonics programme. 
We start teaching phonics in 
Reception and follow the Essential 
Letters and Sounds progression, 
which ensures children build on 
their growing knowledge of the 
alphabetic code, mastering 
phonics to read and spell as they 
move through school.

Phonics is the ladder that every 
reader climbs, only to kick it away 
once it has been surmounted.



Consistency is key to our successful, carefully sequenced approach. 
Children in Reception are taught to read and spell words using 
Phase 2 and 3 GPCs, and words with adjacent consonants (Phase 4) 
with fluency and accuracy. Children in Year 1 review Phase 3 and 4 
and are taught to read and spell words using Phase 5 GPCs with 
fluency and accuracy. 

We use the four part lesson format: review, teach, practise and 
apply. Whole-class teaching takes place on a daily basis. A new 
sound is taught daily using flashcards and some interactive 
resources. Every lesson also incorporates the reading and writing 
of tricky words.

Fidelity to the scheme



As well as lots of practise at school, children are expected to read 
at home three times a week. 

Children are introduced to a wide range of fiction and non-fiction 
texts through books and online ELS e-books. All books are 
arranged in a sequential order, mirroring the progression of 
sounds which are taught in phonics and early reading sessions.

For a child to enjoy reading, they need to be able to access texts at 
their level. All individual and group reading practice books in 
Reception and KS1 match the pupils’ phonic knowledge, ensuring 
all words can be decoded.

Teaching them to read is the greatest gift 
we can give our children.

Phonics
A carefully 
designed 
reading 
scheme



Becoming a Fluent Reader
Three components- accuracy, automaticity and prosody

We place a great emphasis on children building their reading fluency so that they 
are able to access and understand the texts from our literature spine.

In Reception and Key Stage One, children take part in guided reading sessions twice 
a week. The aim is for pupils to practise the phonic knowledge that they have been 
taught in context (in a book). They read books that closely match their secure 
phonic knowledge.

A sequence of  reading practice sessions will 
always follow a structured model. The same 
text will be re-read in order to build fluency.



Additional Support

In KS2 pupils  have access to high interest, lower level books that have 

content appropriate to their age. These books help to build reading skills 

and self-esteem. 

ELS Progress provides catch-up 
support using the consistency and
rigour of the ELS teaching 
programme, alongside reading 
books which are aligned to ELS
and pitched at the right level for
children who are finding reading 
slightly harder. 



Reading is like 
breathing in. 
Writing is like breathing 
out.

Our long term overview ensures that every child is exposed to good 
quality literature as they move through school. These books have 
been chosen as core texts that will inspire and engage our children 
and help drive our English Curriculum. Although most of these books 
remain the same from year to year, we take into consideration the 
children’s interests or current affairs and sometimes the main driving 
text changes as a result. The teaching of reading is also embedded in 
the wider curriculum, giving children opportunity to transfer and 
apply their reading skills in other subjects.

Readers as Writers
Through choosing quality texts, we help children understand that 
reading allows them to discover new knowledge and fuels their 
imagination for ideas to use in their own work.



Literature Spine examples…
KS1 – Year 1

LKS2 – Year 4

UKS2 - Year 5



Each core text in our Literature Spine is complemented by a range of 
companion texts. Non-fiction helps to contextualise narrative, 
learning links are made: deepening and enriching the reading 
experience. We think carefully about the opportunities for grammar 
and vocabulary teaching that are presented in each book. We are 
clear on our purpose for writing that is inspired by each text. 

To entertain To inform To persuade To discuss

Reading and Writing for a Purpose



In our reading lessons, children apply their reading skills in context: 
reading to learn and acquiring rich, higher order, academic 
vocabulary. These skills are embedded across the wider curriculum.

Guided Reading Lessons



Our reading lessons support children to: explain the meaning of 
words in context; make considered predictions from what has 
been said and done; retrieve information from the text; interpret 
the meaning of the text; and consider authorial choices. Children 
recognise these vital skills as our ‘VIPERS’ skills in KS1 and KS2. 
The Prosody Code is introduced in Year 1 and used by pupils in 
Y2 – Y6 to teach specific reading skills.

The more you read, the better you get at it; the 
better you get at it, the more you like it; and the 
more you like it, the more you do it.

PhonicsKey Skills

High quality, active reading



Vocabulary is one of the most 
significant factors in academic 
performance.

We explicitly teach vocabulary in order to close the word gap, 
enabling access to our curriculum and success at school. New 
vocabulary is practised and there are frequent opportunities to 
consolidate learning.

Vocabulary Rich



We know that children who make connections are better at understanding the 
text that they are reading. We help our children to draw on their own prior 
knowledge and experiences to connect with their reading. When they are 
making connections, they are more engaged and they can access the text at a 
deeper level. 

All knowledge is connected to all other knowledge.  
The fun is in making the connections.

PhonicsLearning Links



Reading for Choice and Pleasure 

We are lucky to have a 
school environment 
rich in books to help 
nurture a love of 
reading. Our reading 
spaces across school 
have been skilfully 
developed: from our 
newly refurbished 
library to smaller, 
carefully curated 
reading areas in each 
classroom. We have a
community of reading 
teachers: teachers who 
read and readers who 
teach. 



We believe in the power of reading aloud. All year groups enjoy a 
dedicated, daily story time session from a class novel or picture book.

When a teacher 
reads aloud, it is a 
bonding between 
the teacher, the 
children, the books 
and the act of 
reading.



From the start, our read aloud choices are carefully considered. 
Repeated reading of familiar texts helps children internalise story 
language and patterns. Across school, these sessions provide 
opportunities for high quality classroom talk. We support children 
to find their reader identity and make recommendations to others.

Reading and writing float on a sea of talk



We love to blether about books and we make time in every year group 
for informal book talk. From the start, we help to nurture a community 
of reading families, who enjoy sharing their favourite reads.

Reading Families



We lose ourselves in books. 
We find ourselves there too.



Everyone is a reader… some just haven’t 
found their favourite book yet.



Keep reading. It’s one of the most 
marvellous adventures anyone can have.




